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n the 1st Century BC, Publilius
Syrus wrote that “Something is
only worth what someone is willing
to pay for it.” And while its value is
purely subjective, the ultimate price
is always set by the highest bidder. In
Genesis—the first recorded incident
of a man who died and paid the price
for obedience of the Word of God—is
captured in the story of Cain and Abel.
After Adam and Eve’s disobedience,
their Creator gave them a ceremony
that consisted of the sacrifice of a
lamb—which presaged the ultimate
price to be paid for and by the Word
Himself—the Lord Jesus Christ.
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.” John
1:14, NKJV.

Adam and Eve had been given hope
when God gave them a glimpse of the
plan of redemption by guiding them
through their first sacrifice of the
lamb. These ceremonies of hope had
been passed on verbally to their sons.
However, Cain nurtured emotions of
anger toward God. He simply couldn’t
wrap his head around the curse that
God had mercifully placed on the
ground for man’s sake. This all led him
to allow his thoughts and emotional
state to run loose and take Satan’s
path—thus, ultimately questioning
God’s justice.
Inevitably, the time came when these
two brothers had to take a stand.
They were now to perform their own
individual sacrifices and accept the
future sacrifice that the Messiah
would perform on the cross. However,

In the wilderness of Sinai
Flash ahead to about 2.6 thousand
years1 after the creation of the world:
God has just delivered His people
through Moses and led them to the
wilderness near Mount Sinai. Up until
this point, God had spoken to them
through thunders, lighting, and smoke—
and now He is about to speak to them
His Law in a clear audible voice.
“And God spoke all these words,
saying…” Exodus 20:1.
In the hearing of all the people, God
gives the precepts of His unchanging
law. Amidst the thunder, lighting and
smoke, the people became terrified.
It was the first time that God’s people
pled for their lives and asked to have
someone else receive the message and
transmit it to them. In one accord, “…
they said to Moses, You speak with us,
and we will hear; but let not God speak
with us, lest we die.” Exodus 20:19.

Sequentially, this experience paved
the way for all the future prophets
and messengers who would carry the
Word of God to the people. Humanity
had distanced themselves so much
from God, that His voice which was
supposed to be a privilege, became
frightening.
Not long after, God’s people faced
yet a greater test. Would they nobly
stand and persevere, or would they
quiver and fall? Their beloved leader,
Moses, had gone to commune with
God. Meanwhile, the people became
very impatient. Forty days passed
and Moses still had not returned.
How swiftly they forget the mercies of
God and what He had done through
Moses and Aaron. In spite of all the
miracles that they had witnessed
from God, the people now began to
doubt His power and questioned who
had really delivered them from Egypt.
While they hadn’t denied the miracles,
they attributed the power of God to
that of another god. Now, they were
treading on dangerous grounds. Aaron
tried to reason with them to no avail.
They became violent and insisted
on making a golden calf. In blatant
defiance, they worshipped the golden
calf, claiming that this was the god
that had brought them out of Egypt.
When Moses returned from Mount
Sinai, the people were in great
confusion and degradation. What
a scene! The people had gathered
the jewelry they had received from
the Egyptians and used it to build
the calf god. Descending from the
mountain, Moses was shocked to
see their profane commotion and
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Cain refused to obey the Word of
God—offering instead an object of
his own choosing. This in turn led to
Abel’s death, as he had decided to
obey God’s Word by sacrificing the
lamb. Cain was enraged since Abel
didn’t join in his defiance against
God. Intolerance had reached its
limit; Cain’s hands were soon filled
with his brother’s blood. As a result,
the martyrdom of Abel would mark
the beginning of the struggle for
obedience and the preservation of
God’s Word. Thus, the first words
of the Gospel would be dispersed
throughout future generations by word
of mouth and the written Word of God.
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riotous behavior. After being in
God’s presence and talking with Him,
he was now face to face with the
people and their celebration of the
calf. God had just a few months ago
communicated His word in an audible
form to the people. How could it be
that they had forgotten so quickly?
What bold disregard toward the God
that so lovingly delivered them from
the hands of Egyptian bondage! After
some corrective measures were taken,
the people rededicated themselves
to God. Moses chiseled two stone
tablets like the first ones and God
wrote His law on them. This would be
the perpetual law to be observed from
generation to generation.
“Repeat them again and again to
your children. Talk about them when
you are at home and when you are
on the road, when you are going to
bed and when you are getting up.”
Deuteronomy 6:7 NLT
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In Bible history, it is seldom the case
that God’s word is received with a
warm welcome. And logically so,
according to the book of Timothy: “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” 2
Timothy 3:16, 17.
Reproof and correction are seldom
pleasant. And this was no exception
among God’s people in the generation
of the prophet Isaiah. Often compelled

to bring a message of reproof,
correction and alarming warning of
what would come, Isaiah’s message
was highly unpopular. However, his
love for the word of God led him to
sacrifice his life for the words of life.
In the book of 2Kings, chapter 21,
the king massacred everyone who
opposed him. Therefore, it was very
likely that Isaiah must have been
among those. To this, Jesus stated in
Luke: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who
kill the prophets and stone those sent
to you,” Luke 13:34.
Among the many prophecies that
Jesus spoke, one stands out as a solid
foundation throughout the years for
us: “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass
away.” Matthew 24:35. This promise
assures us of the preservation of
God’s Word until Jesus’ 2nd coming.

In the Dark Ages
Fast forward to the 12th Century in
Europe, in the midst of the Middle
Ages, where a small community
of Christians began to rise on the
northern part of Italy. Their motto; “A
Light Shines in the Darkness.” It was
during this time that the Bible was
considered by the commoners and the
Catholic religious authority of that time
as selectively limited to an elite group.

Let’s Set the Stage
Usually when we think of the
Medieval era, we romanticize the
period and link it with romantic
fairy tales of castles and fantasy
in an idyllic world. However, this

By the end of the 2nd century AD.,
classical civilization had come to an
end. The Roman Empire was on the
decline—weakened by corruption,
economic disintegration, and the
ever-present threat of barbarian
invasion. The emperors now became
more despotic than ever—imposing
military conscription and heavy
taxes. Furthermore, they persecuted
Christians periodically, as they had
almost from the beginning.
It was now the 4th century, and
Constantine’s government made
a sharp turn in regard to the
relationship between church and
state. Maxentius and his brotherin-law Constantine were rivals in
controlling the East and West of the
Roman Empire. However, a night
before the battle, Constantine
received a vision where he was
shown to place a Christian coat of
arms on his men’s shields. This
changed his life and policies toward
Christianity forever. Up to this point,
Christians had been persecuted but
now, Constantine had won the war
and he attributed his success to the
merging of Christianity with the state.
Consequently, his politics changed

whereby he gave the church property
and religious freedom. Moreover, he
himself was baptized as a Christian
toward the end of his life. This
unexpected and apparent conversion
took the church by surprise.
Constantine relocated Rome’s capital
to Byzantium, thus creating a void in
Rome. This drastically changed the
political control to shift to the nowreligiopolitical seat in Rome; whereby,
giving birth to the papal monarchy.
The Bible was now officially for a select
few. This new form of power controlled
both political and spiritual wellbeing.
Strangely enough, it was a centralized
power. This was the perfect recipe
to usher in the Dark Ages and the
suppression of the Bible.2
A century after the union of Christianity
and Constantine in the epic battle of
Milvian Bridge, Jerome’s translation
of the Bible (Vulgate) had been
finished. However, in comparison to
its precursor, the “Old Latin” Bible;
Jerome’s translation was leaps and
bounds ahead. Sadly, religious Rome
was now belligerent toward the
Vulgate and argued that the Old Latin
text was a purer translation.
Despite its lack of popularity in Italy,
the Vulgate was more accepted in
France, Germany, Spain and England.
Some of the scribes here mixed
some of the Old Latin text along with
Jerome’s translation and radically
changed the original translation. This
sparked another effort to preserve the
Vulgate text. Cassiodorus, a Roman
statesman, attempted to standardize
Jerome’s translation, though with an
inaccurate one.
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romanticized perception of the Dark
Ages was not developed up until
the post-Reformation era. The 800
years were largely filled with moral,
scientific, and spiritual darkness.
Early in the 4th and 5th centuries,
barbarian tribes had invaded the
western part of the Roman Empire.
This had fragmented it into small
feudal kingdoms, thus decentralizing
culture, and scientific advancement.

7

It would not be until the Reformation
era arrived that a flame would ignite
in Europe. The Reformers pioneered
the work of providing the Bible in the
common language and stimulating the
commoners to become literate. This
however, was not legal.
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To the northern part of France—in
the 12th Century—a businessman
had the vision to market the Bible.
His background certainly provided
him with unconventional skills in its
circulation. Having a passion for the
Bible and its teachings, he gave all
his wealth to charity and became the
entrepreneurial preacher to the people
of Lyon. He soon commissioned a
translation in the Provençal language
and handed the text of the Old
Testament to the people. It was none
other than Peter Waldo, who would
evangelize in the streets of Lyon.
This bold and unexpected change
of business and marketing didn’t
settle well with the now-religious
Rome. Waldo’s actions inspired his
followers—now called Waldensians—
to adopt his entrepreneurial spirit.
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The Waldensians would go to people’s
homes selling jewelry, and would
carry portions of the Old Testament
and offer them to their customers.
Many demands were given to them
to stop such circulation of the Old
Testament. However, their response
was always that they would rather
obey God instead of men. Such bold
statements toward the established
hierarchal church was intolerable to
them. This led to the Waldensians
being placed on the “most wanted
list” by the Inquisition, which

prompted them to flee and live as
fugitives in Italy.
Around the 13th–14th Century, the
population had been so greatly
influenced that they openly
demanded a complete Bible
translation in their language. They
argued that the Vulgate had been
corrupted to such an extent that
making a revision was hopeless.
The time had come to go back to the
original Hebrew and Greek to restart
the translation of the Bible in the
common language. This led scholars
and scribes to aim high in revisiting
the texts and translating the Bible.

Translation to the
English Language
Born in 1449, William Tyndale was a
translation genius. He was a natural
polyglot. With 7 languages under
his belt, he was proficient in both
Hebrew and Greek. However, all his
talents were used toward one goal in
mind: to teach the English people the
truth about how Jesus justifies the
sinner—the message of justification
by faith. Tyndale reasoned that the
reading of the Word of God was vitally
important in the development of
such faith. “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” Romans 10:17.
Moreover, the only thing standing in
his way was that the Bible had not
yet been translated into the English
language. So, in 1510, Tyndale started
his studies in Oxford and later moved
to Cambridge. Thirteen years later,
in 1523, his dream had nearly come

By 1525, Tyndale had already
translated the New Testament from the
Greek into English and then smuggled
it back to England. However, he soon
found out that the government was
not fond of this already-accomplished
project. Among its greatest opposers
were King Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey,
and Sir Thomas More. They called
his translation “Tyndale’s Own
Testament”. He was even labeled the
“master Antichrist”.
This stir-up in England led Tyndale
to move to Antwerp, where he could
escape the English authorities and
the Roman Catholic Church. However,
the non-business-oriented authorities
decided to buy up the copies of
the translation in order to get the
Bible off the market and cease its
distribution. However, this actuated
the promulgation of the word of God
to a greater degree. It caused such
a demand that it simply financed
Tyndale’s work! This provided him
with leverage to begin a revision of the
New Testament translation and begin
the Old Testament.
One day, as Tyndale was lured out of
the safe place he was residing, the
authorities seized and imprisoned
him, rushing him to Vilvoorde’s
Castle and finally to the state prison

where he was then accused of heresy.
But his trial in the Netherlands
was led by none other than the
commissioners especially sent by the
Holy Roman Empire—the very ones
that had opposed the project back in
England. The outcome of such trial
was purely obvious. The trial process
was arduous and long. It was during
these months that Tyndale took some
time to reminisce over his work and
teachings. From his journal, we find
these inspiring words:
“Let it not make thee despair, neither
yet discourage thee, O reader, that it
is forbidden thee in pain of life and
goods, or that it is made breaking
of the king’s peace, or treason unto
his highness, to read the Word of
thy soul’s health—for if God be on
our side, what matter maketh it who
be against us, be they bishops,
cardinals, popes.”
Early in August of 1536, a verdict
against Tyndale was given. He was
charged with heresy, punishable by
death. Later that year, on October 6,
the faithful Reformer was brought to
the town square and given a chance
to take back what he had done and
said. He was given some minutes
to consider, during which time he
prayed. According to John Foxe,
Tyndale prayed: “Lord, open the King
of England’s eyes!”
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.” Psalms 119:105.
Tyndale’s words were so significant.
The prayer was simply, Lord
immortalize Your Word, so he can see.
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to fruition. He requested funds from
London’s bishop, only to be turned
down. He quickly realized that such
a project would not be fundable
in England, so he then decided to
change jurisdictions and travel to
Hamburg, Wittenberg, Cologne, and
Worms, where Luther had already
paved the way.
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Conclusion
“For what shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?” Mark 8:36, 37
The adversary of souls has had a
high claim on the people of God,
especially the youth. From the garden
to the desert and all the way to the
present time, the adversary has been
diligently working. He very well knows
that total eradication of the holy writ
from the people will keep them in
absolute ignorance of their source of
strength and protection. Therefore, he
invents cunning ways to allure both
young and old from the knowledge of
the truth. Amid the moral darkness,
God’s word will stand as a light
and guide for His people. Faithful
stewards of the word are raised in
every generation. A price was paid for
upholding the authentic word, but this
price was paid by the highest bidder.
The price was not subjective at all.
It has an inestimable value – Jesus’
blood. He paid it all. The question to
be asked is, “Have I considered the
Word worth dying for?”
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Sabbath, March 7, 2020

By Septimiu D. Muresan

THE EXTRAORDINARY QUALITY OF

BIBLE INSPIRATION
n today’s busy world, very little time
is spent in searching the inspired
word of God. Yet, many take great
pride in their investment in acquiring
knowledge for this world but not for the
world to come. Many are completely
drawn to the wonders of this world at
an enormous sacrifice, their salvation.
However, there are those that work
diligently to find a balance between
the sacred and the common. Their
investments are not in vain, especially,
considering that God is omniscient.
The youth of today are to search the
Bible voraciously. As they compare
the sacred to the secular, they can
boldly declare that the God they
serve is the God of all wisdom and
knowledge. “In what sense are all
the researches of human science
comparable in sublimity and mystery
with the science of the Bible? Where
is anything that will so call out the

strength of the intellect in deep and
earnest thought?”1 The sacred pages
of the Bible contain answers to all of
life’s most important questions.
Let us consider some fascinating
biblical discoveries and affirmations.
The Bible tell us that
the Earth is Round
Anciently, many cultures accepted the
notion that the earth was flat. In fact,
very few entertained the possibility
of a round earth. Isaiah 40:22 states,
“It is he that sitteth upon the circle
of the earth...” The word “circle”
is also translated as compass,
spherical, rounded, or arched. It is
not something flat or square. The
book of Isaiah was written around 740
B.C. About 300 years later, Aristotle,
a Greek philosopher, theorized the
earth was round by watching ships
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lowering over the horizon and from
studies of the moon during an eclipse.
He noted that the shadow of the earth
on the moon revealed that the earth
was curved. 2,000 years later at a
time when many in science believed
that the earth was flat, Christopher
Columbus sailed around the world.2
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The Bible and Oceanography
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There are many Bible verses relating
to the great bodies of water. One
is Psalm 8:8, “… and the fish of
the sea, and whatsoever passeth
through the paths of the seas.”
Although God has given man
dominion over the earth, man has
yet to uncover a fraction of the vast
terrestrial beauty of the waters.
Nevertheless, we can appreciate
the work of ocean scientists and
their many remarkable discoveries.
Matthew Maury is considered the
father of oceanography. He noticed
the expression “the paths of the
sea” written 2,800 years ago. He
said, “if God said there are paths
in the sea, I’m going to find them.”
He took God at His Word and went
looking for these paths and we are
indebted to his discovery of the
warm and cold continental currents.
His book on oceanography remains a
basic text on the subject and is still
used in universities.3
The Bible and Quarantine
The Bible speaks about quarantine
long before medical science
discovered the importance of isolating
those with infectious diseases. In

Leviticus 13:46, we read, “All the days
wherein the plague shall be in him
he shall be defiled; he is unclean: he
shall dwell alone; without the camp
shall his habitation be.” In God’s
mercies, He gave the people laws and
statutes to prevent disease. It was
not until about 1500 B.C., that we find
instructions on what to do if someone
has leprosy. Laws of quarantine were
not instituted by modern man until the
17th century. The devasting black death
of the 14th century took an estimated
17 million lives. This was because they
failed to separate the sick from the
healthy.4 Even today, great attention
is given to health promotion and
disease prevention by the healthcare
profession. Fortunately, the Bible has
the answers to the many questions of
disease etiology and prevention.
Wash under Running Water
Leviticus 15:13 “And when he that
hath an issue is cleansed of his issue;
then he shall number to himself seven
days for his cleansing, and wash his
clothes, and bathe his flesh in running
water, and shall be clean.”
Encyclopedia Britannica shows that
in 1845, Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis was
horrified at the death rate of women
who gave birth in hospitals in Vienna.
About 30% died after child birth.
Semmelweis noted that doctors
would examine the patients who died,
then without washing their hands
they would go straight to examine
expecting mothers. He insisted that
doctors wash their hands before each
examination. When they did that, the
death rate dropped down to 2%.5

Leviticus 17:11 “For the life of the
flesh is in the blood…” All though
many researches have been done
on the blood, it was not until the
1900s that substantial evidence on
blood screening was attained. Since
its discovery, there have been many
advances in blood conditions and
screenings of other diseases and
conditions. Up until 120 years ago,
people bled to death because of
unsanitary practices concerning the
collection of blood and body fluids.
Blood screenings can now evaluate
the health of our kidneys, liver,
thyroid, heart, etc. When George
Washington became deadly ill,
doctors thought that blood-letting
would help him. Nowadays, we know
that sick people need blood, so we
give them transfusions.6

inspired word. One wise man rejects
one portion; another questions
another part. They set up their
judgment as superior to the Word; and
the Scripture which they do teach rests
upon their own authority. Its divine
authenticity is destroyed. Thus, the
seeds of infidelity are sown broadcast;
for the people become confused, and
know not what to believe.”8
When confusion takes place, it’s
followed by another reaction –
criticism.
“Men arise who think they find
something to criticize in God’s Word.
[…] These men are, many of them,
smart men, learned men, they have
eloquence and talent, the whole
lifework [of whom] is to unsettle
minds in regard to the inspiration of
the Scriptures.”9

“Open the Bible to our youth,
draw their attention to its hidden
treasures, teach them to search
for its jewels of truth, and they will
gain a strength of intellect such
as the study of all that philosophy
embraces could not impart.”7

“When the Son of man cometh, shall
he find faith on the earth?” Luke 18:8.

The danger of
doubt and criticism

“All scripture is given by inspiration
of God…” 2 Timothy 3:16. “Put off
thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy
ground.” Exodus 3:5.

When there is so much weight of
evidence why is there so much
confusion when people talk about
the Bible?
“In our day, as of old, the vital truths
of God’s word are set aside for human
theories and speculations. Many
professed ministers of the gospel
do not accept the whole Bible as the

“Brethren, let not a mind or hand be
engaged in criticizing the Bible. It is a
work that Satan delights to have any
of you do, but it is not a work the Lord
has pointed out for you to do.”10

“We cannot grasp it, so what man is
there that dares to take that Bible and
say this part is inspired and that part
is not inspired? I would have both my
arms taken off at my shoulders before
I would ever make the statement or
set my judgment upon the Word of
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13

God as to what is inspired and what is
not inspired.”11
“Brethren, cling to your Bible, as it
reads, and stop your criticisms in
regard to its validity, and obey the
Word, and not one of you will be lost.”12

Limitations and attitudes
“It takes all of eternity to unfold the
glories and bring out the precious
treasures of the Word of God. Do not
let any living man come to you and
begin to dissect God’s Word, telling
what is revelation, what is inspiration
and what is not, without a rebuke. Tell
all such they simply do not know. They
simply are not able to comprehend the
things of the mystery of God.”13
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When understanding is lacking,
pride takes its place…
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“Because they cannot fathom all
its mysteries, the skeptic and the
infidel reject God’s word; and not all
who profess to believe the Bible are
free from danger on this point. The
apostle says, “Take heed, brethren,
lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God.” Hebrews 3:12. It is
right to study closely the teachings
of the Bible and to search into “the
deep things of God” so far as they are
revealed in Scripture. 1 Corinthians
2:10. While “the secret things belong
unto the Lord our God,” “those things
which are revealed belong unto us.”
Deuteronomy 29:29.
A certain pride is mingled with the
consideration of Bible truth, so that

men feel impatient and defeated if
they cannot explain every portion of
Scripture to their satisfaction. It is too
humiliating to them to acknowledge
that they do not understand the
inspired words.14
“The Bible is within the reach of all,
but there are few who really accept it
as the guide of life. Infidelity prevails
to an alarming extent, not in the world
merely, but in the church. Many have
come to deny doctrines which are the
very pillars of the Christian faith.”15

How was the Bible given?
“For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21.
“The Creator of all ideas may impress
different minds with the same
thought, but each may express
it in a different way, yet without
contradiction.”16
“In our Bible, we might ask, why need
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the
Gospels, why need the Acts of the
Apostles, and the variety of writers in
the Epistles, go over the same thing?
The Lord gave His word in just the
way He wanted it to come. He gave
it through different writers, each
having his own individuality, though
going over the same history. Their
testimonies are brought together in
one Book, and are like the testimonies
in a social meeting. They do not
represent things in just the same
style. Each has an experience of his
own, and this diversity broadens

Not the Words Inspired
but the Men
“It is not the words of the Bible that
are inspired, but the men that were
inspired. Inspiration acts not on the
man’s words or his expressions but
on the man himself, who, under the
influence of the Holy Ghost, is imbued
with thoughts. But the words and
thoughts receive the impress of the
individual mind. The divine mind is
diffused. The divine mind and will is
combined with the human mind and
will; thus, the utterances of the man
are the word of God.18
Inspired Ideas Expressed
in Human Language
“The writers of the Bible had to
express their ideas in human
language. It was written by human
men. These men were inspired
of the Holy Spirit. Because of the
imperfections of human understanding
of language, or the perversity of the
human mind, ingenious in evading
truth, many read and understand the
Bible to please themselves.19

Your Choice, Your Destiny
“If we will let it speak to us, the Bible
will teach us what nothing else can
teach. But alas! everything else is dwelt
upon except the Word of God. Worthless
literature, fictitious stories, are greedily
devoured, while the Bible, with all its

treasures of sacred truth, lies neglected
upon our tables. The Sacred Word, if
made the rule of life, will refine, elevate,
and sanctify. It is the voice of God to
man. Will we heed it?” 20
Great Speakers, Great Speeches
and No Inspiration
“To many of our youth there is great
danger in listening to the discourses
that are given by those who in the
world are called great men. These
discourses are often of a highly
intellectual nature, and prevailing
errors of science falsely so-called
and of popular religious doctrine
are mingled with wise sayings and
observations, but they undermine
the statements of the Bible and give
the impression that there is reason
for questioning the truth of the
inspired Word.”21
Study the Bible for Yourself
“Young men should search the
Scriptures for themselves. They are
not to feel that it is sufficient for
those older in experience to find out
the truth; that the younger ones can
accept it from them as authority.”22

Conclusion
“The Bible is its own interpreter.
With beautiful simplicity one portion
connects itself with the truth of
another portion, until the whole Bible
is blended in one harmonious whole.
Light flashes forth from one text to
illuminate some portion of the Word
that has seemed more obscure.”23
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and deepens the knowledge that is
brought out to meet the necessities of
varied minds.”17

15
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“The disciples traveling to Emmaus
needed to be disentangled in their
interpretation of the Scriptures. Jesus
walked with them disguised, and as a
man He talked with them. Beginning
at Moses and the prophets He
taught them in all things concerning
Himself, that His life, His mission,
His sufferings, His death were just
as the Word of God had foretold. He
opened their understanding that they
might understand the Scriptures.
How quickly He straightened out the
tangled ends and showed the unity
and divine verity of the Scriptures.
How much men in these times need
their understanding opened?”24
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"IT IS WRITTEN"
OVERCOMING THROUGH
THE WORD OF GOD

By Gabriel Gherman

here are many Christians that start
the New Year with a resolution to
read through the entire Bible. Some
reach that goal while others seem
overwhelmed by the challenge and
they fall short of their goal. The sad
reality is that many others haven’t
touched the Bible in years, and don’t
seem interested in its message or
teachings. What should inspire us
to read our Bibles? What is the real
reason for turning to its pages?
The Bible is the best-selling book of
all time, with almost 6 billion copies
sold. For decades the Bible continues
to be the most translated book in the
world, with more than 3300 languages
having at least one book of the
Bible translated. Today, there are a
little over 100 Bibles distributed per
minute in the United States alone and
downloaded on more the 100 million
devices with a new install occurring
every 1.3 seconds. Furthermore, there
are 92% of Americans who own at

least one Bible, whether it was given
to them or purchased.
But the Bible has not always been so
accessible. Earth’s history suffered
numerous ages in which the existence
of Christianity was challenged by the
banning and burning of the Bible,
which led to widespread biblical
illiteracy. But in reality, the dark
attacks on the Bible never had a
chance to extinguish its light. The Lord
assures us that “Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my WORDS shall
not pass away.» Matthew 24:35.
What’s the relevance of the Bible for
us in the 21st century? Are its pages
simply ancient history or a Revelation
of Jesus Christ? Has Heaven invested
thousands of ministering agents
to preserve its pages or have the
sacrificial blood of Christian martyrs
preserved the precious keys unlocking
the kingdom of heaven for our minds?
Unfortunately, the religious landscape
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of America is rapidly changing,
with only “65% of American adults
describing themselves as Christians”1
and only three out of ten Americans
interpret the Bible literally saying it is
the actual word of God. Is there hope
that the ancient pages of Scripture can
be attractive to the tech-driven, socialmedia and liberal generation of today?
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The truth is that the youth of today are
meeting with significant challenges
and historic attacks on every level.
Our minds are being bombarded, our
emotions are being hijacked, and our
hearts are being robbed of the joys
of innocence. These and many more
are the momentous confrontations
of our faith. But was Christ shielded
from such evil? Was His surrounding
more innocent? “Of the bitterness that
falls to the lot of humanity, there was
no part which Christ did not taste…
When questioned why He did not join
in the frolics of the youth of Nazareth,
He said, It is written, ‘I have rejoiced
in the way of Thy testimonies, as
much as in all riches. I will meditate in
Thy precepts, and have respect unto
Thy ways. I will delight myself in Thy
statutes; I will not forget Thy word.’
Psalm 119:14–16.”2
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But must we wait to fall deep
in sin before experiencing this
aforementioned transformation? Or
rather daily connect with the source
of Life, allowing the bright rays of
its truth and guidance enlighten our
path, protecting us from falling into
sin? “Wherewithal shall a young man
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto
according to thy word.… Thy word have
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee.” Psalm 119:9, 11.

Having this reality in mind, what makes
reading the Bible on a regular basis so
fundamental for our salvation? “The
word of God was Christ’s assurance
of His divine mission. He had come to
live as a man among men, and it was
the word that declared His connection
with heaven. It was Satan’s purpose
to cause Him to doubt that word. If
Christ’s confidence in God could be
shaken, Satan knew that the victory in
the whole controversy would be his. He
could overcome Jesus.”3
The Bible is the only source of eternal
wisdom, which by reading and obeying
brings about a transformational
experience preparing the soul to enter
into the eternal presence of God. John
5:39 reads, “Search the scriptures; for
in them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they which testify of me.”
Furthermore, “For you have been born
again, not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living and
enduring word of God.” 1 Peter 1:23.
In reading the Bible, we meet our
Creator, Redeemer, and Savior, who
sacrificed all of heaven to restore our
connection with the Father.
Let us consider the benefits of reading
the Bible and how we can overcome.

1. The Bible reveals
God’s character.
“For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting
life.” John 3:16. “The Son of God
stooped to uplift the fallen… Tender,
compassionate, sympathetic, ever

2. The Bible reveals the
mission of Jesus Christ.
“Jesus saith … I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.” John 14:6
“Jesus Christ has given Himself as a
complete offering in behalf of every
fallen son and daughter of Adam. O
what humiliation He bore! How He
descended, step after step, lower and
lower in the path of humiliation, yet He
never degraded His soul with one foul
blot of sin! All this He suffered, that He
might lift you up, cleanse, refine, and
ennoble you, and place you as a joint
heir with Himself upon His throne.
How shall you make your calling and
election sure? However sinful, however
guilty you may be, you are called, you
are chosen. ‘Draw nigh to God, and He
will draw nigh to you.’ ”5

3. The Bible points to God
as our Prime example.
“Be ye therefore followers of God, as
dear children;” Ephesians 5:1. We must
imitate God’s perfection. “Ye are God’s
husbandry, ye are God’s building.”
We are to make the foundation of
every building thorough and solid,
as for eternity.6 Imitating Christ in
word and in action requires sacrifice,
giving up self and willingness to be
filled with His glory. “Our notions, our
peculiarities, are wholly human and
must not be humored or indulged. Self
is to be crucified, not now and then,

but daily, and the physical, mental,
and spiritual must be subordinate to
the will of God. The glory of God, the
perfection of Christian character, is
to be the aim, the purpose of our life.
Christ’s followers must imitate Christ in
disposition. The Pattern is given us to
copy, and no excuse will be accepted
of God as a reason for not meeting the
divine standard, however contrary it
may be to our own nature, our own
selfish desires and inclinations.”7

4. The Bible transforms
the sinner.
“We all, with open face beholding as
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 3:18. “Let the
youth, then, be taught to give close
study to the word of God. Received
into the soul, it will prove a mighty
barricade against temptation. The
psalmist declares, ‘By the Word of Thy
lips I have kept me from the paths of
the destroyer.’ Psalm 17:4.”8

5. The Bible brings
peace and courage.
“Keep this Book of the Law always
on your lips; meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to
do everything written in it. Then you
will be prosperous and successful….
Be strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go” (Joshua 1:8-9). “We
are not to allow our perplexities and
disappointments to eat into our souls
and make us fretful and impatient….
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considerate of others, He represented
the character of God. “The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, ...
full of grace and truth.” John 1:14.4
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Let every thought and word and
deed reveal Him. You need a daily
baptism of the love that in the days
of the apostles made them all of one
accord. This love will bring health to
body, mind, and soul. Surround your
soul with an atmosphere that will
strengthen spiritual life. Cultivate
faith, hope, courage, and love. Let the
peace of God rule in your heart.”9

6. The Bible is the
source of all wisdom.
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“It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that
proceeded out of the mouth of God.”
Matthew 4:4. By prioritizing God’s
word, we shall receive mental and
physical strength filled with peace,
joy, and a hope that the world cannot
offer. “The study of the Bible will
ennoble every thought, feeling, and
aspiration as no other study can. It
gives stability of purpose, courage,
and fortitude. An earnest, reverent
study of the Scriptures would give the
world men of stronger intellect, as well
as of nobler principle, than has ever
resulted from the ablest training that
human philosophy affords.”10
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“I don’t command you to read the
Bible—I never shall. I want you to
read the Bible because you love it, not
because you are driven to it, for then
it will be an unpleasant task. But if you
neglect the reading of the Bible, you
will lose your love for it. Those who
love the word of God are those who
read it most. By reading and searching
out scripture references, you will see
the chain of truth, and will see new
beauties in the word of God. While you
make the Scriptures more your study,

and become more familiar with them,
you will be better fortified against the
temptations of Satan. When inclined to
speak, or act, wrong, some scripture
will come to arrest you, and turn you
right. It is not natural for the heart to
love the Bible; but when it is renewed
by grace, then the mind will feast upon
the rich truths and promises contained
in the word of God.”11  
And unto us are given “exceeding great
and precious promises: that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust.” 2
Peter 1:4. Every promise in God’s word
is ours. We ought to exercise faith in
the word; we are to live “by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” All strength is yours.
The Bible is our roadmap to everlasting
life, because it reveals the eternal
purpose that God has for our lives.
Furthermore, it points to God as our
only source of direction, strength
and love. Finally, the Bible shows us
how to live peacefully, with courage
and compassion. When assailed by
temptation, look not to circumstances
or to the weakness of self, but claim
the power of the “It is written” in the
word of God. Amen.
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Wednesday, March 11, 2020
By Cindy Escobar

THE SAME
YESTERDAY,
TODAY, AND FOREVER

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and
today, and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

E

ver since sin entered into this
world, God has been trying
to reestablish man into his first
intended nature. God wants to
communicate with us in order to help
us. He wants to be involved with
each of us throughout our daily lives.
In order to do this, God provided
the Bible as one of the methods to
guide us throughout our life in this
world. As we read through ancient
Bible stories and passages, we may
question how the Bible may still be
relevant in our lives in the twentyfirst century. We wonder how Biblical
history may still be applied, when
we are constantly comparing the
past to our modern world. How we
can improve the present by applying
the past? The Bible is alive and
communicates to us how God’s love
should constantly be flowing through
this world and how we should go
around spreading that love.

A common phrase I heard growing
up was “what would Jesus do?” How
can we benefit by repeating the same
things “Jesus would do” thousands
of years later? Ecclesiastes 1:9 says,
“The thing that hath been, it is that
which shall be; and that which is done
is that which shall be done: and there
is no new thing under the sun.” Just
as history repeats itself, the need
of a never-ending Savior will always
be repeating through the centuries.
As years and centuries pass, our
unworthiness and sinful ways are not
getting any better. There is still the
same urgent need of a Savior now, as
in the past. Where can we learn about
that Saviour? In the Bible. As humans,
we experience the same emotions
and experiences. We have all gone
through similar experiences at some
point or another, howbeit with different
circumstances. In this life, we have all
lost something precious to us, and so
has Christ. We have all rejoiced at some
point in our life, and so has Christ. We
have been lonely, and so has Christ.
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God has given us the Bible as a method
of receiving help that is relevant in
our modern society. As we continue
reading, we will discover how we relate
to an ancient Biblical experience that is
a struggle to many each day, especially
in the twenty-first century.

YOUTH WEEK OF PRAYER 2020

Heart-to-Heart Intimacy
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Although God gave us the Bible, we
become so caught up with this world
and the things in it that we lose
attraction to the Bible. Throughout
these readings on the Bible, I want
you to truly ask yourselves, why is it
that I am not more attracted to the
Bible? Why am I not finding time
to read it? Do I feel that the Bible
is relevant to my life? Why am I not
placing the Bible as a priority in my
everyday life? Unfortunately, many
view the Bible as a book of rules and
conflicting “truths,” so that they lose
sight of the real picture. We lose the
sight of an unfolding love story—the
pursuit of God constantly going after
humankind and trying to “love us”
into a relationship. Throughout the
whole Bible, mankind is pointed to
the incomprehensible love of Christ.
Satan will always try to keep us away
from what we need, and instead
distract us with what we temporarily
desire. However, when we read the
Bible and spend time with God, why
does it strengthen my relationship
with Him? “Satan has represented
God as selfish and oppressive, as
claiming all, and giving nothing, as
requiring the service of His creatures
for His own glory, and making no
sacrifice for their good. But the gift

of Christ reveals the Father›s heart....
It declares that while God›s hatred
of sin is as strong as death, His love
for the sinner is stronger than death.
Having undertaken our redemption,
He will spare nothing, however dear,
which is necessary to the completion
of His work. No truth essential to our
salvation is withheld, no miracle of
mercy is neglected, no divine agency
is left unemployed. Favor is heaped
upon favor, gift upon gift. The whole
treasury of heaven is open to those
He seeks to save. Having collected the
riches of the universe, and laid open
the resources of infinite power, He
gives them all into the hands of Christ,
and says, ‘All these are for man. Use
these gifts to convince him that there
is no love greater than Mine in earth
or heaven. His greatest happiness
will be found in loving Me.’”1 By
reading the scriptures we are shown
a new perspective of a better world
and a better life. Therefore, when we
do not spend time growing a closer
relationship with God, we lose our
perspective. Instead, we start focusing
on the temporal things around us and
feel no need of a Savior. By realizing
the relevance of the Bible in our daily
life, we may discern and recognize
God’s voice, despite the chaos in this
world. If the word is not read, it is very
easy to confuse “His voice” with “all
the other voices” all around us.

A Mary Heart in a
Martha World
“And Jesus answered and said unto
her, Martha, Martha, thou are careful
and trouble about many things: but

One great day, a lady named Martha
invited Jesus to her house. As Jesus
accepted the invitation, Martha and
her sister Mary, started preparing
and serving Jesus and His disciples
at their home. Martha was a great
woman; she knew exactly what to
do and how to serve properly on
these occasions. I am sure Mary was
as great as Martha, but during the
time of the visit of Jesus, the Holy
Spirit seemed to be touching Mary’s
heart. While serving Jesus and His
disciples, Mary could not but listen
to every single word that came out of
Jesus’ mouth. She felt so intrigued
that she just stopped serving and
left everything to get closer to Jesus
and finally sit at His feet. While Mary
is having an amazing, life-changing
experience, Martha is busy going all
over the house serving and preparing
everything for her special guests. As
she is stressed about presenting the
best service she can, she stops and
realizes that her sister is not available
to help her. Finally, she spots her
sister sitting in the feet of Jesus, just
listening to Him speak. Martha tried
catching Mary’s attention so that she
could help her, but everything was of
no use. Mary only had her eyes and
ears attentive to Jesus. Frustrated
by her sister’s “distraction,” Martha
goes to Jesus as her last resort. “Lord,
doest thou not care that my sister
hath left me to serve alone? Bid her
therefore that she help me.” (Luke
10:40) She goes to Jesus, thinking
He will, of course, readily agree with
her. After all, she was concerned

about the matters pertaining to work
ethic, tradition, and politeness. Yet,
surprisingly Jesus softly rebukes
her, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful
and troubled about many things: But
one thing is needful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part, which shall
not be taken away from her.” (Luke
10:41, 42) In our daily life and events,
we are usually like Martha, busy with
everything we have to do and finish
for that day. We all wish to be like
Mary, but we get so caught up with
the daily duties that we lose sight of
the most important and nourishing
part for that day. Martha was not a
bad person, she was doing all the
right things, yet she disregarded
the most important service. It is very
interesting to observe the way Jesus
corrected Martha. Notice He did not
tell Martha, “why are you not able
to be more like your sister, Mary?”
Martha and Mary were two different
individuals, and when both were
faced with the same choice—to work
or to worship—Jesus said, “Mary has
chosen the better part.”

The Three Deadly D’s
Just as in the Bible story we read,
Satan will try to drive your attention in
the wrong direction, especially when
you are overly worried about it. One
of the methods that he uses might be
referred to as the three deadly D’s.
Distraction
When Martha invited Jesus to her
home, she was distracted because of
her focus and worry about the duties
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(First part)
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for that day. This is where Satan’s
snares begin. Many times, we focus
and worry too much about all the
things we need to do within a certain
time frame. This leads us to become
distracted, lose our main focus, and
not be able to hear the Savior’s call
to come.
Discouragement
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Once distracted, discouragement
is sure to come. Martha realized
everything she had to do, which was
too much for her to handle on her
own. She felt like she needed help
immediately and she was going to get
it any way she could. Lastly, she goes
to her Redeemer, trying to get Him to
support her “wise” suggestion, no
matter the cost. Do we feel desperate
and discouraged like Martha at
times? Discouragement breaks down
our perspective and our defenses.
Weariness comes in and life seems to
overpower us. We may be doing great
things for God, but weariness and
discouragement tells us that we are
useless, hopeless, and forgotten.
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that. He sacrificed everything in
heaven and came to die for you.
Jesus fought the same hard winds
of distraction, discouragement, and
doubt. Psalms 3:3 says “But you, Lord,
are a shield around me, my glory,
and the one who lifts my head.” The
Lord wants to show His love to all of
us. God wants to be part of your life
and help you through its journey. He
invites us to cast all our cares upon
Him (1 Peter 5:7). When we cast our
life’s burdensome doubts, fears, and
anxieties upon Him, this will reveal
how much He truly does care.
But how can we hear God’s voice
speaking to us? Unfortunately, we are
not able to find and truly listen to God
with all the distractions and chaos in
this world. The only way you will find
true joy, peace, and happiness in this
life, is by sitting at His feet, listening
to His words of life, and completely
blocking other “noises” and
distractions around you. If you do this,
just like Mary, you will hear nothing
but His sweet voice- and that will be
the sweetest voice you ever heard.

Doubt
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and usefulness in your life. When we
doubt, Satan uses this as his ultimate
snare to finalize the decision by
doubting whether God even cares.
Martha asked Jesus, “Lord, don’t you
care?” God cared! He cared so much,

1.

The Desire of Ages, p. 57.

Friday, March 13, 2020

By Gennifer Tudoroiu

A HOUSE
OF PRAYER
I

t was a calm and peaceful evening.
The trees and flowers told of
summer’s last goodbye, and the sky
in her purple glory began to fade.
Inside the stout, blue house of the
Henry family there was a gentle fire
blazing, the lingering smell of dinner
they had eaten earlier, and Father’s
voice reading from one of the books
of the Bible. The rest of the family sat,
listening to the story and watching the
fire devour the blackened wood. Tom,
a perky boy of almost twelve, held his
breath. Father reached the part in the
story where Joseph was going to meet
his brothers in Dothan. As he listened,
Tom’s mind climbed up into his
imagination. He could hear the sneers
of Joseph’s brothers as he strode
towards them in his rainbow coat. He
imagined Joseph in the blackness of
the narrow pit. He imagined what the

caravan might have looked like with
all those camels and bags. “Now,
Tom” Father said, “I want you to think
about what it would be like if you
were Joseph.” Tom tilted his head
contemplating the question. What
would he do if he were Joseph? “Well,”
Tom poked the carpet that seemed so
interesting all of the sudden and said,
“If I knew my brothers did not like me
that much, I’d be smart enough to
keep out of their way. Besides, they
were older than Joseph, couldn’t they
look after themselves in Dothan?”
Tom looked at Father with inquiring
eyes and raised brows. Mr. Henry’s
calloused hands tenderly closed the
worn-out Bible, while he held it to his
chest and leaned forward in his chair.
“My son, you are right. No one wants
to be around people who dislike and
even hate them. Joseph had. . .“Mr.
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Henry paused. He was thinking of
how he could teach the gospel from
Joseph’s story. After a few seconds,
with much interest in his tone he
asked Tom, “So why do you think
Joseph went to check on his brothers
even if he knew they did not like
him?” Tom shrugged his shoulders,
“Because he loved his brothers.” It
was not the first time Tom heard the
story; he gave a good answer. As Tom
looked at his father nod, he knew he
was thinking seriously, and that there
was some important lesson he ought
to learn from this evening worship.
Mr. Henry motioned for Tom to come
sit on his knee. “You know, the Bible
says Jesus is our Elder Brother. Like
Jacob sent Joseph to check on his
brothers, the Father above sent His
only Son Jesus to visit our world.”
Tom’s mind worked as he listened.
His father continued, “But when He
came to us, we treated him badly.
He was sold and put to death. Jesus
came because He loves you and me.
He came even though He knew His
brothers did not love Him.” As Tom’s
eyes grew wide, his heart grew too. He
wanted to be like Jesus, because there
was something so special about Him.
Every time his father taught him some
lesson from the Bible, he wondered
more and more about what it would
be like to know the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Joseph. Years went by, yet
those moments in the mornings and
evenings when his family gathered to
read the Bible, left deep impressions
upon his young mind. Tom grew up
to be a man, had his own family, and
prayed for God to help him make their
morning and evening worships the

most golden part of the day. Just like
he had experienced as a boy. May we
also seek to invest in this special duty
we have, for “If ever there was a time
when every house should be a house
of prayer, it is now.”1

Why Morning and
Evening Worship?
Have you ever thought, “Why do we
do morning and evening worship?
Where did this tradition come from?”
The concept of morning and evening
worship actually comes from the
Bible. Back in Bible times it was called
“the morning and evening sacrifice.”
It was instated after Adam and Eve
sinned. It required them to shed
the blood of a lamb in the morning
and evening as a reminder that their
hope was in the coming Savior who
would die for them. It also focused
their hearts on God and living a life
dedicated to Him for that very day.
But since Jesus resurrected, is there
any need for a morning and evening
sacrifice? “It is a serious neglect when
those in responsibility fail to bring
the family together for worship. This
is a sacred privilege and duty, and
it means life to the soul.”2 The Bible
identifies three reasons that show
that evening and morning worship is a
requirement, not a suggestion.
1.

Exodus 34:14, “For thou shalt
worship no other god: for the
Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a
jealous God:” We are commanded
to worship the true God.

Joshua 24:15, “… as for me and
my house, we will serve the
Lord.” We are commanded to
direct our families, as much as
possible, in worship of the one,
true God.

3.

Genesis 4:4, “And Abel, he also
brought of the firstlings of his
flock and of the fat thereof. And
the Lord had respect unto Abel
and to his offering:” We are
commanded to demonstrate our
commitment to worshiping the
true God. We see many examples
of those whom God approached
and called, such as Abraham,
Jacob, and Job, performing
sacrifices because of the Lord’s
direct instruction. Since Jesus,
who was represented by the
lamb in the morning and evening
sacrifice died and resurrected,
we no longer have to kill a lamb
for sacrifice. We come together in
the morning and evening to meet
the Lamb, Himself! Instead, the
focus is now on the provision God
has made for us to be saved, and
placing ourselves in His hands
because we have no merit. That is
so amazing!

What Family Worship
Can Be
How exactly do we go about
embracing and applying this idea of
worship in our personal lives? What
should the experience of morning
and evening worship be like? First
and foremost, morning and evening
worship should be an outward

expression of the worship of our
heart. If each member of the family
is pursuing a deep relationship with
Jesus, family worships will be lifegiving and will strengthen the family
bond. “The worship of God should
be both interesting and instructive
to those who have any love for divine
and heavenly things”3 “In arousing
and strengthening a love for Bible
study, much depends on the use of the
hour of worship. The hours of morning
and evening worship should be the
sweetest and most helpful of the day.
. . Let the services be brief and full
of life, adapted to the occasion, and
varied from time to time. Let all join
in the Bible reading and learn and
often repeat God’s law. It will add
to the interest of the children if they
are sometimes permitted to select
the reading. Question them upon it,
and let them ask questions. Mention
anything that will serve to illustrate its
meaning. When the service is not thus
made too lengthy, let the little ones
take part in prayer, and let them join
in song, if it be but a single verse.”4
“In every family there should be a
fixed time for morning and evening
worship.”5 “Family worship should
not be governed by circumstances.
You are not to pray occasionally and,
when you have a large day’s work to
do, neglect it. In thus doing you lead
your children to look upon prayer as of
no special consequence. Prayer means
very much to the children of God, and
thank offerings should come up before
God morning and evening. Says the
psalmist, ‘O come, let us sing unto
the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to
the rock of our salvation. Let us come
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before his presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyful noise unto him
with psalms.’ ”6 Even the choices of
songs to sing should be beautiful and
inspiring. They should be sung with
enthusiasm and expression of the joy
that is in our hearts because of God’s
love. Everything that has to do with
praising God should be beautiful, as
David says, “Give unto the Lord the
glory due unto his name; worship
the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”
(Psalms 92:2). A bite-size portion
of God’s Word may be read so there
is something for everyone to carry
in their minds throughout the day.
Most importantly, worship should
be treated as a meeting with Jesus.
Through our thoughts and behavior,
we should create an environment
where He can truly come
and be with us; a time
where we feel like we
are sitting at His feet.
We should also have
a special place where
these morning and
evening worships are
done. Having a special
location for morning
and evening worships
will help to associate
reverence and a sense of
sacredness with this spot.
The Lord, by Ellen White,
communicated that, “The
father, who is the priest
of his household, should
conduct the morning and
evening worship. There
is no reason why this
should not be the most
interesting and enjoyable

exercise of the home life, and God is
dishonored when it is made dry and
irksome. Let the seasons of family
worship be short and spirited. Do not
let your children or any member of
your family dread them because of
their tediousness or lack of interest.
When a long chapter is read and
explained and a long prayer offered,
this precious service becomes
wearisome, and it is a relief when it is
over.”7 “It should be the special object
of the heads of the family to make the
hour of worship intensely interesting.
By a little thought and careful
preparation for this season, when
we come into the presence of God,
family worship can be made pleasant
and will be fraught with results that
eternity alone will reveal.”8
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DUST OFF THE MAP —

IT'S A GOOD IDEA!
By Gabriel Serban
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hen I was in the fifth grade, I
always enjoyed History class
because when the teacher found out
that I was an Adventist, I became his
favorite student. He was not a believer
but he loved to read anything related
to history; thus, he was very familiar
with the Bible and other explanatory
books we use in our church. Even
though he was reading all those
books from a historical perspective,
many times he would forget that he
had a class to teach and we would
spend time expounding on various
Bible topics. So, when I thought the
lesson was too hard for me, I would
look for something interesting in the
Bible—and instead of being asked
questions from the lesson, I would
start a discussion with the teacher
from my Bible reading. First, I thought

it was benefitting me only in this
way. But then I noticed that always
when my classmates would ask me a
question, I would try to solve it in a
biblical way, remembering passages
from the sacred Word. And growing
up I found the Bible to be a map
unto my path, giving directions in
every circumstance in which we find
ourselves. It is the only book that
shows us:
• The Past—where we come from
• The Present—where we are; and
• The Future—where we are going.
It “is the revelation of the glory of God
in Christ. Received, believed, obeyed,
it is the great instrumentality in the
transformation of character. It is the

How accurate is this map? Is it reliable
even today? These are questions that
we always hear and sometimes we
tend to ask ourselves the very same
questions as well. In most cases when
skeptics use the term “reliable,” they
mean trustworthy or accurate. They
wonder if the Bible is historically
accurate, whether we have the correct
books in the Bible today, and whether
it has been changed by men over
time. And then they bring all sorts of
excuses not to read it.
I was impressed while reading about
the history of the Bible how, before
the printing press was invented,
the scriptures were copied by hand,
very accurately, and in many cases
by special scribes who developed
intricate methods of counting words
and letters to ensure that no errors
had been made. And even though
they had all kinds of methods to
avoid making mistakes, we may
say that men are fallible—but what
we’re always to remember is that
“all scripture is given by inspiration
of God.” 2 Timothy 3:16. Of God
we read that He never changes
(Malachi 3:6). Therefore, if God does
not change, neither has His word
changed over the years—and even
though it was translated in hundreds
of languages—the Lord has preserved
His word and made sure there was no
error in it. Thinking again about my
history class, as I grew up, I noticed
that each country adjusted the

history books to their own likeness,
trying to present themselves in the
best way possible even though that
in reality they were the ones being
defeated the most. But the Bible
is the same wherever you go. It
presents the same story of salvation,
pointing out our need of a Savior and
the solution for eternal life.

The importance of
dusting off the map
A light on the Eternal Pathway
Because I used to work as a guide in
the Carpathian Mountains during the
summer breaks, and being familiar
with the paths, after we finished the
final exam at the missionary school, I
was chosen to guide the entire group
on a hiking trip. Considering which
route would be the best for us, I chose
the one that I thought I knew the best.
So we began our trip. Usually that trip
would take about 6–7 hours. But after
walking for a few hours, I realized that
we might be lost because nothing
looked familiar to my eyes. Even
though I wasn’t sure of the path, I
refused to check the map—thinking
this could not be the wrong way. As
we walked further, again the thought
that we might be lost bothered me,
so I decided to remain behind a few
steps in order that no one might
notice that I needed to check the map,
so as not to make them worry. When I
opened the map, I realized that even
though I knew that way so well, we
were far off the track! Due to a storm,
a few signs had disappeared, and
trusting my own thoughts, we had
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grand stimulus, the constraining force,
that quickens the physical, mental,
and spiritual powers and directs the
life into right channels.”1
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gotten lost. But as soon as I checked
the map, I was able to fix the problem
without the hikers even noticing
anything. The same happens in our
spiritual life.
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“The reason why the youth, and even
those of mature years, are so easily
led into temptation and sin is that
they do not study the word of God
and meditate upon it as they should.
The lack of firm, decided will power,
which is manifest in life and character,
results from their neglect of the sacred
instruction of God’s word. They do
not by earnest effort direct the mind
to that which would inspire pure, holy
thought and divert it from that which
is impure and untrue.”2
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Many times, we act the same. Our
conscience is telling us that we are
wrong, moving forward in a wrong
direction—but instead of dusting
the divinely appointed map that in
many cases is present in our homes
in different translations, we quickly
advance towards perdition, trusting
our own strength and knowledge
in finding the right path. And doing
so, we depart so far off track and
harden our heart by following our
own instincts until we become
unable to hear the voice of the Spirit
of God that is always trying to help
us reconfigure the route. David,
experienced this, and after he tried
without result to find a way out by
himself, he finally says, “Search me,
O God, and know my heart: try me,
and know my thoughts: And see if
there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting.”
Psalm 139:23, 24. The only way to

recover our path and remain safe in
the everlasting way is by opening
the map, finding where we are
and placing ourselves on the right
path. Jesus’ promise to each of His
disciples is that “when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you
into all truth.” John 16:13. The guiding
voice is always present and ready to
help at any time we open the Bible. If
we invest our thoughts in something
for one single minute, we might end
up thinking about that thing for about
30 minutes or more, if it’s something
worthwhile. That’s why it is good
to spend time studying the word of
God at least an hour every day. And
if we start our day meditating upon
the word of God, that hour of study
will be in our thoughts for the entire
day and every decision we take in
that day will be in compliance with
it. “The mind that is earthly finds no
pleasure in contemplating the word
of God; but for the mind renewed by
the Holy Spirit, divine beauty and
celestial light shine from the sacred
page. That which to the earthly mind
was a desolate wilderness, to the
spiritual mind becomes a land of
living streams.”3 “Let the youth make
the word of God the food of mind
and soul. Let the cross of Christ be
made the science of all education,
the center of all teaching and all
study. Let it be brought into the daily
experience in practical life. So will
the Saviour become to the youth a
daily companion and friend. Every
thought will be brought into captivity
to the obedience of Christ,”4 and thus
we might be sure of safety in our path
towards eternity.

One of the long-awaited privileges
among us as young people is the
privilege of driving. We look forward
to that day when we finally can drive
legally. I remember how happy I was
when my dad trusted me enough to let
me use the car even when he was not
riding with me. But because our family
car wasn’t that new, one time while
driving I noticed some lights showing
up on the dashboard. Not having seen
those lights before, I got scared and
pulled over right away. Not knowing
what to do, I remembered my father
had showed me that when he bought
the car, they gave him a car manual
that included the instructions on how
to use it. I looked into that and found
the lights I was looking for and was
relieved when I realized it wasn’t a
big deal. Each car that is sold comes
with its own manual. And that manual
serves the car as long as you use it.
The same is true with man. When
God created the human race, He gave
them instructions on how to preserve
their happiness. Later on, those
instructions were written in the Book
and we find them in our Bibles.
Many times, we find ourselves in
different trials, shaking, not knowing
what to do. “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God”
(Philippians 4:6). Remember that
the Bible has solutions for your
problems—look for them there!
Sometimes we tend to believe that
the scriptures are the perfect map
for eternity, but cannot answer my

needs today—being too old, written
for a different century. If I thought this
way, however, probably I’d be there
even today sitting in the car thinking
what to do by refusing to consult the
30-year-old car manual. But as the car
manual serves the car user as long as
he uses the car, the same it is even
with the instructions that God has
given us. They serve us as long we are
on this earth. All the instructions and
solutions for your problems are there.
Dig for them. God already knows what
you’re looking for, and as soon as you
open the Bible in a praying-humble
spirit, the Lord will guide you to see
the solution you are looking for.
I remember when I was a child, living
in the time when the neighbors would
visit each other periodically, creating
friendships, one of our neighbors
visiting my grandmother, asking her
how to solve a financial problem. My
grandmother brought her the Bible
and asked her to read in Malachi
3:10, “Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you
out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.” Soon the
neighbor start asking, “What is the
tithe, what is the storehouse?” And
really trying to improve their family
financial situation she would bring
the tithes to my grandmother so that
she could bring it to the storehouse of
God. Soon after that, they could see
improvement in their family. If you’re
dealing with loneliness, remember
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that Jesus “through childhood, youth,
and manhood, He walked alone. Yet it
was heaven to be in His presence. He
did not fail nor become discouraged.”5
And amidst all the difficulties in which
you find yourself, remember this.
There might be questions like, “What
career should I follow?” “What’s
God’s will for me?” “I’ve come to
a point of success, what shall I do
next?” _______ (you fill in the blank)
______? God already knew you were
going to ask yourself these and other
questions you are thinking and He
inspired the prophets and all the Bible
authors to write the answers there
for you. Go home and open His word.
“Taste and see that the Lord is good:
blessed is the man that trusteth in
him.” Psalm. 34:8.

Conclusion
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The word of God is light and truth—a
lamp to the feet and a light to the
path. It is able to guide every step
of the way to the city of God. For this
reason, Satan has made desperate
efforts to obscure the light, that we
may not find and keep the path cast
up for the ransomed of the Lord to
walk in.
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“As the miner digs for the golden
treasure in the earth, so earnestly,
persistently, must we seek for the
treasure of God’s word. In daily study
the verse-by-verse method is often
most helpful. Let the student take
one verse and concentrate his mind
on ascertaining the thought that God
has put into that verse for him, and
then dwell upon the thought until it

becomes his own. One passage thus
studied until its significance becomes
clear is of more value than the perusal
of many chapters with no definite
purpose in view and no positive
instruction gained.”6
“I needed help, and I found it in Jesus.
Every want was supplied, the hunger
of my soul was satisfied; the Bible is
to me the revelation of Christ. I believe
in Jesus because He is to me a divine
Saviour. I believe the Bible because I
have found it to be the voice of God to
my soul.”7
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By Bethany L. Muresan

A TASTE FROM THE

S

uper-foods, energy supplements,
protein powders…why do people
go for them? It is part of a quest
for enhanced quality of life. If we
have more energy, strength, and
vitality, we will be better equipped
to face each day. But this leads to
the question—why do we feel that
we are not able to achieve optimal
performance levels? What makes
us look for some secret boost? It all
traces back to the Garden of Eden.
There was a very special tree in
that garden—a tree planted by God
Himself, one that would perpetuate
life indefinitely. However, in Genesis
3:22–24, we read that man was no
longer allowed to partake of that lifesustaining fruit. “And the Lord God

said, Behold, the man is become as
one of us, to know good and evil: and
now, lest he put forth his hand, and
take also of the tree of life, and eat,
and live forever: Therefore the Lord
God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken. So, he drove out the
man; and he placed at the east of
the garden of Eden Cherubims, and
a flaming sword which turned every
way, to keep the way of the tree of
life” (Genesis 3:22-24). Today, we no
longer have access to that physical
tree, so people try their best to find
“superfoods.” But still, despite all
the health practices possible, each
and every person is eventually faced
with the reality of imminent death.
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In spite of humanity’s dire situation
after sin, God has granted us hope.
Revelation 22:14 promises, “Blessed
are they that do his commandments,
that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the
gates into the city.” If we are found
faithful, we will no longer be barred
from partaking of that life-giving fruit.
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Now, imagine if you were offered a
chance to taste this fruit. A super-food
that is not only delicious but also
offers properties, which if eaten daily,
would give you life forever. It gets
even better—not only does it prolong
life, but also enhances quality of life
to the best attainable level. Would you
be interested in trying it? I sure would.
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Well, guess what? You have the
chance! Did you know that? In fact,
everyone has been given the chance.
Unfortunately, though, not everyone
appreciates this opportunity. “Some
who profess to have true religion
sadly neglect the guide-book given
by God to point the way to heaven.
They may read the Bible, but merely
reading God’s word, as one would
read words traced by a human pen,
will only give a superficial knowledge.
Talking of the truth will not sanctify
the receivers. They may profess to be
working for God, although were Christ
among them, His voice would be
heard, saying, ‘Ye do err, not knowing
the Scriptures, nor the power of God.’
Such cannot know what true religion
means.
“‘The words that I speak unto you,’
said Christ, ‘they are spirit, and they
are life.’ Jeremiah testifies to the word
of God, saying, ‘Thy words were found,

and I did eat them; and thy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart.’ … If this word is enshrined in
the heart, it becomes the treasurehouse of the mind, from which we
bring forth things new and old. We no
longer find pleasure in thinking of the
common things of earth, but say, ‘Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.’
“‘Search the Scriptures.’ No other
book will give you such pure,
elevating, ennobling thoughts;
from no other book can you obtain
a deep, religious experience. When
you devote time to self-examination,
to humble prayer, to earnest study of
God’s word, the Holy Spirit is near to
apply the truth to your heart. As you
feed upon the heavenly manna, you
will find comfort and joy, and will be
inspired to tell others of the wonderful
experience you have received.
“The Bible, and the Bible alone, is
to be the rule of our faith. It is a leaf
from the tree of life, and by eating
it, by receiving it into our minds, we
shall grow strong to do the will of
God. By our Christlike characters we
shall show that we believe the word,
that we cleave to the Bible as the
only guide to heaven. So shall we be
living epistles, known and read of all
men, bearing a living testimony to the
power of true religion”1
The Bible is a leaf from the tree of life.
It brings us spiritual nourishment—
nourishment that will prepare us to
eat of the tree of life in Heaven. But if
we want to receive the benefits, then
it is not enough to just talk about the
Bible’s wonderful properties. We need

What do we need to do in order to
be blessed by this? “Let all bear in
mind that the tree of life bears twelve
manner of fruits. This represents the
spiritual work of our earthly missions.
The Word of God is to us the tree of
life. Every portion of the Scripture has
its use. In every part of the Word is
some lesson to be learned. Then learn
how to study your Bibles. This book
is not a heap of odds and ends. It is
an educator. Your own thoughts must
be called into exercise before you can
be really benefited by Bible study.
Spiritual sinew and muscle must be
brought to bear upon the Word. The
Holy Spirit will bring to remembrance
the words of Christ. He will enlighten
the mind, and guide the research.”2
The best super-food protein shake
will not give you those muscles you
want unless it is combined with
exercise. It is in the spiritual life.
We have to take our Bibles as an
educator—as our personal trainer.
This is the way that we can make
progress in our lives. God wants to do
great things for us—with us.
“Let small companies assemble in
the evening, at noon, or in the early
morning to study the Bible. Let them
have a season of prayer, that they may
be strengthened, enlightened, and
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. … Angels
of God will be in your assembly. You

will feed upon the leaves of the tree
of life. … Christ will come into your
hearts. It is by this means only that
you can maintain your integrity.”3
There’s also the benefit of doing
this together with others. You can
help keep each other motivated and
accountable. Spend time studying the
Bible with your church friends. Read
the Bible by phone with your best
friend. Cherish morning and evening
worship with your family, if you have
the blessing of a family that fears God.
Listen to an audio Bible on your way to
work or school. All these are ways that
you can eat of the leaves of the tree
of life. Thus, you will gain strength to
maintain your faith in a world that is
becoming faithless.
Remember, we mentioned earlier that
by partaking of God’s Word now, we
would gain access to eternal life? In
John 17:5, we are told the following:
“This is life eternal, that they might
know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”
By reading the Bible, we are getting to
know Christ, who “… is the source of
our life, the source of immortality. He
is the tree of life, and to all who come
to Him He gives spiritual life.”4
No matter what is going on in your
life, you can always be benefitted by a
taste from the tree of life. Wherever you
find yourself on the Christian road, the
Savior is there for you. He is longing
to show Himself to you, as the one
true Answer to every question, every
concern, and every challenge. The way
He talks to you, the way He strengthens
you, is through His Word. “In the Word
the Saviour is revealed in all His beauty
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to eat it. As we eat it, we will realize
that the spiritual “junk food” we have
been “eating” is not even good. When
we assimilate the Bible by partaking
of it, it then becomes a part of us and
imparts to our “cells” the strength we
need to do God’s will.
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and loveliness. Every soul will find
comfort and consolation in the Bible,
which is full of promises concerning
what God will do for the one who
comes into right relation to Him”5
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Do you want to make progress? Do
you desire success? What is your life’s
goal—your dream? The King of the
Universe wants to help you achieve
that. There are so many books in
this world that will not help you get
there. But there is one that will—a
guidebook that outlines the principles
to achieving success and finding
meaning in life. A perfect Author, who
never gave anyone wrong advice,
inspired this book. The secrets it
contains have worked for centuries.
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We are given a description of those
who utilize the assistance offered
them by way of this tree of life: “Some
are constantly partaking of Christ’s
flesh and blood. They eat the leaves
of the tree of life. They are constant
learners in the school of Christ. They
make daily progress in goodness,
and gain an experience which fits
them to labor for the Master. Their
influence is a savor of life unto life.
So spiritual minded are they that
they readily discern spiritual things.
The Bible is their study. Magazines,
newspapers, and books which treat
of nothing heavenly or divine have no
attraction for them. But the Word of
God grows constantly more precious
to them. God draws near and speaks
to them in language which cannot be
misunderstood”6
Have you ever wondered why there
are so many things people do not
understand? Maybe they are not

looking for answers in the right place.
There is only one Infallible source of
truth. The Word of God is powerful. Its
power is life-giving. “The word of God
is as the leaves of the tree of life. Here
is met every want of those who love
its teachings and bring them into the
practical life”7
If we truly appreciate the gift God has
given us, we will love the Bible. But
just like foods that are good for us …
we might not find all that appetizing
to start with. Maybe our palette has
been perverted by all the junk food we
have eaten. However, as we partake
of this “superfood”, our taste will
begin to change. We will start feeling
the benefits. The nutrition will reach
our bodies and give us the strength
we need to achieve true success—
prospering in this life and more
importantly, fulfilling the prerequisites
to enjoy the eternal world to come.
What a precious opportunity!
“With the word of God in hand we
may draw nearer, step by step, in
consecrated love to Jesus. As the
Spirit of God becomes better known,
the Bible will be accepted as the only
foundation of faith. God’s people will
receive the word as the leaves of the
tree of life, more precious than fine
gold purified in the fire, and more
powerful to sanctify than any other
agency”8
As we receive the Bible as our guide
in life and allow ourselves to be
transformed by it, we will become
sanctified—in other words, we will
become overcomers. And the promise
to the overcome is found in Revelation
2:7: “To him that overcometh will I

give to eat of the tree of life, which is
in the midst of the paradise of God.”
Revelation 22:1–3 pictures what that
place will be like as follows: “And he
shewed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out
of the throne of God and of the Lamb.
In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every
month: and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. And
there shall be no more curse: but the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be
in it; and his servants shall serve him.”
My wish and prayer is that we can
reach that land where there will be no
more curse and where we will eat of
the fruit of the tree of life! Until then,
let us be feasting on God’s Word.
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